
T
he shiras moose is the

southernmost occurring

moose subspecies in

North America, with the south-

ernmost portions of its range

extending into the northern

Rocky Mountains. There, moose

receive less management atten-

tion than more abundant ungu-

lates such as mule deer, whitetail

deer and elk, and hunting seasons

are generally conservative.
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Elk, on the other hand, are the

major wildlife consideration in

forest management, with goals to

maximize bull-cow ratios and pro-

ductivity. These considerations

have benefited elk, but the impact

on moose is not well understood.

Therefore, the University of

Montana at Missoula implement-

ed research to evaluate how man-

agement strategies designed for

elk influence habitat use by

moose. With funding from SCI’s

Five Valleys Chapter and other

wildlife conservation groups and

agencies, Milo Burcham and col-

laborators classified the habitat 

of the Garnet Mountains study

area in terms of the stage of plant

succession. Between 1997-2000,

moose and elk use of the habitat

types was evaluated using

marked animals.

Research observations have

resulted in specific management

recommendations that can allow

for land managers to balance the

size of forested stands, road loca-

tions and protection of forest

canopy in riparian areas to benefit

both elk and moose. Other rec-

ommendations included opti-

mum timing for moose aerial

counts and verification of the sus-

tainability of the current level of

moose harvest.
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